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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ashpes 
(U. S. Pat. No. 2,334,017) in view of Klob (U. S. Pat. No. 4,545,395, Harvey (U. S. Pat. 
No. 4,311.158) or Allen (U. S. Pat. No. 3,436,264) 

Re claim 1, Ashpes is cited disclosing a paint roller cover cleaning tool adapted for use 
in cleaning paint roller covers by conveniently connecting them to commonly used hand 
held electric drills (see page 2, lines 14-17) for cleaning them by spinning comprising: a 
shaft (1) having two ends, said shaft threaded at a first end (upper end as at "T"), a 
roller cover support means (RW) adapted to support a conventional tubular paint roller 
cover thereon mounted on said shaft, a protuberance means (2) located on said shaft at 
a distance from said first end which is greater than the axial length of said roller cover 
support means, and a compressing means (3) on said threaded end of said shaft 
forcing said roller cover support means into frictional engagement with said 
protuberance means for coupling said roller cover support means to said shaft for 
rotation therewith when said second end of said shaft is connected to an electric drill 
that differs from the claim only in the recitation of the roller cover supporter extending 
axially along the shaft. The patents to Klob, Harvey and Allen are each cited disclosing 
the arrangement of a supporting a roller cover on a shaft, where the supporter extends 
axially along the shaft. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
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in the art to nnodify the supporter in Ashpes. to extend axially along the shaft as taught 
by Klob, Harvey or Allen, for the purpose of securely supporting the roller thereon. It is 
understood that the arrangements in Klob, Harvey and Allen provide a larger surface 
area and henceforth, a larger gripping force for gripping and securing the roller to the 
rotating shaft, and since this is considered to be a substitute of equivalents (see MPEP 
2144.06 SUBSTITUTING EQUIVALENTS KNOWN FOR THE SAME PURPOSE). Re 
claim 2, Klob, disclose the sleeve (7). 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1:30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-clirect.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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